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REDEEMER UPDATES
Merry Christmas Redeemer family! As we close out another year, I wanted to refl ect 
back on how 2021 impacted us at Redeemer and how we grew stronger as a family.  
2020 started the COVID pandemic and 2021 just seemed to continue the trend with 
a new variant of the virus. But we at Redeemer moved on. With vaccines coming on 
the scene and the world getting more use to the “new normal”, our Redeemer family 
continued to hold onto our faith in God and kept our doors open in 2021.

We learned we could wear a mask, socially distance, and still have our weekly 
worship. While our numbers physically at church were not many, the strength as 
a church and support we shared were as strong or even stronger now. When faced 
with obstacles in doing God’s work we found new ways to overcome them and meet 
the needs of our Redeemer family.

2021 we began a prayer group. It started small but quickly gained momentum over 
the weeks to come. The prayer group opened a new way for Redeemer to share its 
blessings with our congregation, friends, and neighbors around the city.  It drew us 
closer together in a time where being apart was becoming a way of life. We learned 
a lot from these prayer meetings about our Redeemer family and friends. We 
found how much we care about each other and what it means to pray together. We 
truly realized how powerful praying together can be. Many found comfort in these 
troublesome times knowing Redeemer was praying for them, their friends, and 
families. It was amazing knowing we remained a strong church even without being 
in the building.  While we all long to be back together for worship we now know we 
can be together in spirit through prayer.

We also found that it didn’t take large numbers to make an impact in our 
community either. What started as praying for a small elementary school led us to 
reaching out to our community and seeing how Redeemer could make a diff erence. 
We learned from our neighborhood people care about each other, want to support 
making the East End a better place, and Redeemer can be a part in that change. 

We opened our parking lot to our neighbors, and they responded in kind to say they 
wanted to be part of the change in making a diff erence in our community. We hope 
to continue this into 2022. I want to thank each one of you who helped make that 
event happen. Your eff orts were felt in the neighborhood and folks were excited to 
see a start of something great in the East End!

We will continue to hold our weekly services at the church with communion and 
keep the ever-vigilant watch on the COVID trends. Your leadership team will always 
be looking for ways to expand our outreach to you and the community while taking 
the necessary precautions to keep us safe.

We are starting to feel a little bit more comfortable in our Facebook Live broadcasts 
and are always looking for ways to improve. If you have not seen us live on Facebook, 
please join us on Sunday at 10:30 am. Even if just to say hi. If you are not a Facebook 
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type of person, please tell your friends and family about it and ask them to view one of our services. Pastor Steve does a 
good sermon each week and I seem to learn something new each time.

We will continue to record names and phone numbers in attendance for now in case notifi cations need to be made 
regarding exposure. We will monitor the situation with the virus and adjust our practices at the services keeping in mind 
the desire to meet in person and still maintain your safety.

Wednesday night at 8:00 PM will continue to be our weekly prayer meeting on Zoom. We encourage you to join us if you 
are able. Its amazing how much positive feedback we are getting and how folks really appreciate knowing Redeemer is 
praying for them, their families, and friends. If you can join us, please do.  Contact Rob Work or Patty Wilbanks and we can 
provide the Zoom link by email or the phone number to call.

We held our annual congregational meeting on November 21st at the church. Attendance was light, but we made it 
through the reports, the 2022 budget, appointed the council members for 2022 and announced our recommendations on  
a direction for making a call for a new Pastor.    

The leadership team will begin in January to hold sessions at church and on Zoom regarding the suggested path we take 
regarding the call process. There is a lot of work to be done to prepare and time for everyone to ask questions and express 
any concerns or ideas on our future at Redeemer. 

As we move forward in gathering information and making plans for the new call, we will be sharing that information 
along the way. Remember, this will be a suggested plan of action for us to take at Redeemer, and it will have to be voted on 
before any changes are made. I strongly urge you reach out to your leadership team to express your thoughts and ideas. 
Please pray for your leadership team and Redeemer that we are following God’s desires for doing His work in the East End 
through Redeemer.

The East End Community Event received very positive responses from community leaders near Redeemer as they joined 
us in the fi rst event. We will be planning for the next event sometime in March  and will need help setting up again in the 
church parking lot and help with advertising the event in the neighborhood. If you can help, please reach out Pastor Steve 
or Rob Work.

We do not know what the future holds for Redeemer, but we do know if we turn to God, He will direct us in the right path. 
The leadership team wishes you to know we are praying for guidance to determine the right direction to take regarding 
the future of Redeemer. We look forward to your continued support of our leadership team so we can do God’s work in the 
East End of Houston. 

Peace to you all,
Rob Work
Redeemer Leadership Team

Dear Redeemer Family, 2021 was a challenging year for many and for my family it was more so. Losing a family member is 
hard and losing more than one in a single year is a lot to bare. My family was not alone. Others suff ered similar losses over 
the past two years. For those of you who lost loved ones our prayers are with you. For us your prayers and support were 
greatly appreciated this year and on behalf of my entire family, along with my brothers Mike and John, wish to thank 
each of you for being there to help us through this most diffi  cult time. The service at Redeemer was wonderful and I know 
mom would have been pleased. Blessings to you our Redeemer family from ours.

Rob Work

Thank You Redeemer Family
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Martha Dorcas Christmas Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 10:00 AM

The Christmas meeting will be on Wednesday, December 15, at 10 am 
for fellowship and brunch.

Sunday, December 5th is the last day to deliver gifts for the Bridge 
or make a donation for the Bridge for us to shop for you.

Altar Guild Setup of the Chrismon Tree
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 AT 10:00 AM

There will not be a December Altar Guild meeting.

The Altar Guild will decorate the Chrismon tree and sanctuary windows on 
Saturday, December 11, at 10 am.

Two double Poinsettias will be on the altar on December 19, 
and a double or triple poinsettia will be in the entrance.

There will not be a cantata this year.

With 
 Sympathy

To the family and friends of Betty Jo Work,
many friends are close to you in sympathy and prayer.

May God, who loves us, stay aways near your side 
to comfort you throughout these days 

and be your Friend and Guide.
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Quilting
EVERY TUESDAY 

 AT 10:00 AM 
Come join us for Quilting 
on Tuesday mornings at 
10:00. We will be making 
quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief and to benefi t 
Franklin Elementary.

Games Day
2ND & 4TH 

WEDNESDAY
 AT 10:00 AM 

Join us for a game of 
Mexican Train dominoes

 in the fellowship hall. 
Bring a bag lunch and 

your competitive spirit!

Martha 
Dorcas

Christmas 
Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 15 AT 

10:00 AM 
Please join us for 

fellowship, refreshments 
and discussion.

‘IT’S THE THOUGHT THAT COUNTS’
Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you.” -Luke 6:38

Why is it so hard to fi nd that all-too-elusive “perfect gift” for the loved ones 
in your life? For many of us, it’s because they already have everything they 
need and most of what they want. 

It sometimes feels impossible to fi nd a gift that won’t be banished to that 
closet for unwanted, unneeded, and unused presents -- alongside the loud 
ties, the strong perfumes, the unread books, and the garish sweaters.
When it comes to gift-giving, it’s often said, “It’s the thought that counts.” If 
that’s true, why do we still put so much emphasis on the gift? 

This year focus on the thoughts behind your Christmas gifts. Thoughts in 
keeping with the season. Thoughts of meeting real needs and giving where it 
will be much appreciated. With so many disadvantaged people in the world, 
at least some of our Christmas budget would be well spent helping our needy 
neighbors. 

If you are buying for a loved one who has everything, consider instead giving 
a monetary donation in their honor to a worthy charity that helps the poor. 
Some charities, such as Heifer International and ELCA Good Gifts, let you 
buy a specifi c item – such as a goat or pig for a family, or a water well for a 
village – to help people in the developing world.

Make the gift in your loved one’s name or honor, and then describe it in a 
card attached to a low-cost “token” gift, such as a small box of chocolates 
or a bottle of wine. The better part of your gift will go to someone who truly 
needs it, and your loved one will share the joy of loving and helping your 
neighbors in need. 

Just remember, ‘It’s the thought that counts!”

–Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.
stewardshipofl ife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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Kathy Brister - Prayers for her mother, Priscilla and for Iwona. 

Vicci Dennis  - prayers for Priscilla, Jerry, Patty, her husband Jim, Whiskers, 
Tana Boutwell and her Family, 

Priscilla Hilmers - prayers for Rob Work and his Family, and thanksgiving prayer for 
her good test results 

Sandy Weise - prayers please for Bonnie Walker. 

Diane Zuniga- please pray for Wallace Montalvo, Diane Vergara, Lydia Salazar, 
ILijah Rodriguez 

Patricia Escobedo - prayers for her father Roberto, the Montalvo and Escobedo 
Families and for herself. 

Valentina Escobedo - prayers for her kids Robert and Vanessa, for her father Roberto 
Escobedo and Patricia Luna

Diane Zuniga - prayers for everyone in general

Brooke Okert - prayers for her Mom

Paula Goolsby - prayers for our troops and their families, her friend Kaitlyn and her 
new baby, anyone who needs it, Patty & Jerry, Marion & Bill, Josh & Natalie Delgado, 
the Work Family. God’s blessings to you all.  

Connie Mertins - prayers for Annette, Vita, Marion & Bill, Joe, Pat Maxwell, Priscilla 
and herself, Rosemarie, our veterans and all who served and all fallen soldiers  

Joan Jackson - prayers for her great granddaughter Stella 

Baldo Garza - prayers for those in fi nancial need, for those caring for the sick 

Mark Schultz - Pray for the fi rst responders, Police, fi remen,  and EMS, families of the 
victims of the Astroworld tragedy

Joe Saldivar - prayers for Pat Maxwell, Bill & Marion, Donna Wilkerson, Colleen Brown

Sue Sharpe - prayers for my friends Michelle, for Butch, and stepdaughter Michelle

Delia Chance - prayers for Leonela, Richard, Bruce, Irma

Patty and Jerry - prayers for Bonnie Walker, Nancy and Randy, Heather & Jamie, 
Lurlene & Frank, Nurse Wendy, Cody, Emily, Gail Heffl  ey, Theresa Natividad, Bobbie 
Dean, Pat Maxwell, Iris Cruz, Connie, Joe, Dalia, Mary Brown, veterans, Colleen Brown, 
Lucille & Taft, Anna and her daughter, New Life Lutheran Church, Catha Crenwelge 
Carrillo, Mimi Chance, Ruby Holm, prayers for the Bridge expansion

Heather Jamison - prayers for her husband Jamie and many thanks for all the prayers 
off ered on their behalf and for Jamie’s pretty banner

Madeleine Campbell - prayers for her daughter and granddaughter, for Bobbie Dean 
who loves her banner, for Bobbie’s sons and for Bobbie’s  friend Linda

Dana McCain - prayers for Paula, Melissa, Shelly, Aunt Bert, Tracy

Ruth Reynolds - prayers for neighbors Mr. Walkup, Beverly, Gail, Virginia, 
Sister Mary Agnes



Taft Metcalf - prayers for Lucille and Robin thanks you Taft for all your beautiful music. 

Robin Work - prayers for Jenny, Barbara & her husband, Nahum, John, Dr. Robinson, Debra, Rob and his brothers and their 
Mom, thanks for her Covid booster, prayers for Robin’s director, Tammie, Kelly and her son Kaden and his PopPop, Tara, 
Robin’s Dad

Helen Saenz - prayers for Ninfa, Norma Saenz, and Andrea’s best friend’s family

Danielle Work - prayers for my friend Angelica in the Navy 

Iris Cruz - prayers for good health for herself and for all of us 

Louise Alexander - prayers for Bobbie Dean and for her arm to heal

Judy Parker - Prayers for our country’s military and all who are sick and for our nation to get back to being ONE NATION 
UNDER GOD. 

Theresa Natividad - prayers for Rob and his family, especially Betty Jo Work

Kay Bartholomew - prayers for Bill & Barbara Scott, all veterans and those serving in the armed forces, and for 
our President 

Nancy Thomas - prayers for a good test result

Dena Wilbanks - prayers for her Dad AC and for herself

Margo Wilbanks - prayers for her brother and her deceased nephew’s Family

Rae Lynn White - prayers for Marion & Bill, Estha & David Fowler 

Natalie Delgado - please pray for her friend, facing surgery and thank you for always asking

Nancy Taylor - prayers for Henry’s Mom Ginger 

Beverly Winkelman - please pray for her close friend’s deceased husband Matt and his Family

Joyce Gantert - prayers needed for all those being held in DC for January 6th Capital uprising and prayers for this country. 

Ruby Holm - prayers for Bobbie Dean and her extensive rehab to help her arm

Ed Saenz - prayers for Helen De La Cruz, Carlos Villagomez, baby Aubrey Bennett, Maria Lopez, Rob Work and his Family, 
Marion & Bill and all of Ed’s Redeemer Family. 

Gail Heffl  ey - please pray for all Christians in our world and for Kyle Rittenhouse 

Heathur Wilbanks Heimer - prayers needed for her Mom

Kristen Wilbanks Pickering - prayer for good health to return to their family

Jackie Wilbanks - prayers for better time management and organization for their family

Arlan Wilbanks - prayers for school and all the homework

Rob Work - prayers for successful surgeries, people to feel safe and loved, to keep our eyes open and to spread God’s word, 
prayers for his Family and Gail, pain and suff ering, veterans, comfort and strength, understanding, following God’s way, 
acceptance, prayer of thanks for his mother’s neighbors, petitions to touch our hearts, Redeemer to make right decisions, 
prayers for service families and to help each other, and for us to feel the Holy Spirit’s presence during the Holiday season. 
Amen

Pastor Steve - We off er prayers of thanks Lord and into your hands we commit our spirit. Send your holy angels so we will 
get a good night’s sleep and feel well rested to be sent forth to accomplish whatever mission is intended for us. Amen

DECEMBER 2021
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 7:00 PM

Come celebrate the birth of Christ at our candlelight Christmas Eve service with 
your Redeemer family. 

STAMPS & CARDS 
Needed for Service Members

Postage stamps and cards (no glitter) are needed to mail to our service members. If 
anyone could please donate stamps and cards, I would greatly appreciate it. 
My cell number is 260-667-3867. My email is goolsbygenepaula@gmail.com.  
Thank you and God bless,  –Paula Goolsby

Dear Redeemer Family and Friends, 

 When we shopped for Moms and teens at the Bridge, we bought nice lotion gift sets 
for moms and teen girls, Axe gift sets for teen boys, crazy socks for teens, 60 page 
sketchbooks and 40 piece pencil drawing sets, jewelry making kits. 

You might consider buying Jewelry, make-up sets, umbrellas or t-shirts, Basketballs, 
soccer balls, footballs, crochet kits, purses, wallets, house slippers, curling irons, blow 
dryers, African American hair products etc. 

Sunday, December 5th is the last day to bring your gifts or make a donation to the 
Bridge for us to shop for you. Checks are made out to Redeemer Lutheran Church 
with the “Bridge” in the memo line or cash donations can be put in an envelope with 
the “Bridge” written on the envelope. 

Our Episcopal and Lutheran Thrivent Action Team thanks you for already gifting or 
thanks you in advance if you still plan to gift. 

Patty
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History of the Chrismon Tree
Chrismons are white and gold ornaments fashioned 
in the forms of centuries-old religious symbols. They 
originated in the Ascension Lutheran Church, part of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Mrs. Frances Kipps Spencer (1917–1989) created the 
fi rst Chrismon Ornaments in 1957 for the Ascension 
Lutheran Church of Danville, VA.

Born to missionary parents in Karuizawa, Japan, on 
July 8, 1917, Frances Kiku Kipps Spencer was three years 
old when her family returned to the United States. Her 
father, a Lutheran minister, served in various cities and 
towns in Pennsylvania.

In 1957 at the age of forty, concerned about the 
appropriate decorations for her church Christmas tree, 
Mrs. Spencer made the fi rst Chrismon ornaments for 
the Ascension Lutheran Church of Danville, VA. Based 
on ancient monograms, the designs included Greek 
symbol abbreviations and crosses that honored Jesus 
Christ and His teachings.

Mrs. Spencer chose the White and Gold colors to 
represent Christ's purity and God's majesty. The 
evergreen tree backdrop symbolizes the eternal life 
Christ off ers his followers. The tree's white lights 
proclaim Christ's role as the Light of the world. 

Mrs. Spencer's ornament designs, called "Chrismons," 
cross denominational lines and are still cherished as 
religious Christmas decorations by many.

holidappy.com

Christmas

Christmas 
Sing-A-Long Gathering

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
AT 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Come join us for caroling, coff ee and cookies! 
Fellowship, beautiful music, and treats, 

what could be better! 

Santa is Coming 
to Redeemer!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
AT 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

The festivities begin with a neighborhood parade 
at 10:00 a.m. Santa will wind around the neighborhood 

with his elves, throwing candy to all along the way. 
Santa will end up at Redeemer for a photo opt with 

neighborhood children and Franklin Elementary 
students. Stay tuned, more details to come.
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Sonshine
KIDSClub

Redeemer 
Kids Korner

ADVENT?  
WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

ARE YOU READY?

Have you ever had to wait for something? We might 
have to wait our turn with a toy or on a playground. 
When we go to a restaurant, we probably have to wait just 

to sit at a table, and then we wait again for someone to take our order and cook our 
food. If you’re at a fair or amusement park, you have to wait in long lines. 

Waiting can be hard!

We are in the season of Advent now, and Advent is a time for waiting. The word 
“Advent” means coming. Who’s coming are we celebrating in these weeks? That’s 

right, the coming of Jesus! Right now, we are waiting for Christmas, which can also 
seem tough. But we shouldn’t just be anticipating presents or fun activities. This is 

the season when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. The waiting is worth it! 

At Christmas, we celebrate that God kept His promises. He sent Jesus 
as a savior, and His presence is still with us today!

ADVENT WREATH

Did you know that each candle on the Advent Wreath helps us to remember 
the gifts we receive from Jesus? On the four Sundays before Christmas, we light 

one more candle each week. Keep the list below and on Sundays, 
think about what each candle means.    

Because of JESUS…. 
                    Candle #1 – We have HOPE! 
           Candle #2 – We have a WAY! 
           Candle #3 – We have JOY! 
           Candle #4 – We have PEACE! 
           Candle #5 – WE HAVE JESUS!
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L U T H E R A N   •  E P I S C O P A L

Community

Candlelight
Service

December 24
7:00 p.m.

Neighborhood
Parade

10:00 a.m.

Photos 
with Santa

11:00 - 1:00 p.m.

December 18

Gathering
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

December 18

Christmas
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12/4/01 
Leonard & Denise Thumann

12/5/14 
Luis & Iris Cruz

12/19/92 
Jerry & Patricia Wilbanks

2 Natalie Delgado 
3 Mark Schultz
5 Darla Baughman
17 Casey Alexander King Davis IV
18 Miles Daniel Delgado
21 Bethany McCain
23 Joe Saldivar
24 Alexandria Castillo
26 Connie Mertins
31 Gary Jensen

Redeemer’s Prayer List
Monica Allen, Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, 

Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, 
Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, Priscilla Hilmers, 

Olga Holten, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther Maurine Roberts, 
Pamela Swaff ord, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Bruce, 

Richard, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, 
Nanette Zertuche, Hope Zertuche

✤

 If you have updates to the Prayer List, you may call or text 
Denise Thuman at 713-397-1980.

✤

Please forward all articles and newletter items to 
Kay Bartholomew at bartdavida@comcast.net.
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PSALM 4:1

Birthdays

Anniversaries

DECEMBER



   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

   

December
Worship Schedule

DECEMBER 5  
Head Usher Al Saenz
Usher Roger Regner
Acolyte Andrea Saenz
Lector Dana McCain

DECEMBER 12 
Head Usher Ruth Reynolds
Usher Ed Saenz
Acolyte Emily Work
Lector Danielle Work

DECEMBER 19 
Head Usher David Bartholomew
Usher Emily Work
Acolyte Judah Thibaut
Lector Sandra Weise

DECEMBER 24 
Head Usher Roger Regner
Usher Danielle Work
Acolyte Andrea Saenz
Lector Robin Work

DECEMBER 26 
Head Usher Rob Work
Usher Al Saenz
Acolyte Danielle Work
Lector Helen Saenz

JANUARY 2, 20222022  
Head Usher Ruth Reynolds
Usher Ed Saenz
Acolyte Andrea Saenz
Lector Helen Saenz

JANUARY 9 
Head Usher Al Saenz
Usher Rob Work
Acolyte Emily Work
Lector Ruby Holm

JANUARY 16 
Head Usher Roger Regner
Usher Robin Work
Acolyte Danielle Work
Lector Patty Wilbanks

JANUARY 23 
Head Usher David Bartholomew
Usher Rob Work
Acolyte Judah Thibaut
Lector Emily Work

JANUARY 30 
Head Usher Al Saenz
Usher Roger Regner
Acolyte Andrea Saenz
Lector Dana McCain

 10:30 am
 Lutheran Worship
Last day for BRIDGE gifts

 4:00 pm
 Episcopal Worship

10:30 am
Lutheran Worship

4:00 pm
Episcopal Worship

10:30 am
Lutheran Worship

4:00 pm
Episcopal Worship

10:30 am
Lutheran Worship

4:00 pm
Episcopal Worship

10:00 am
Quilting

7:00 pm
Council

10:00 am
Santa is 
Coming

2:00 pm
Sing-a-Long

10:00 am
Quilting

10:00 am
Quilting

10:00 am
Games Day

10:00 am
Altar Guild
Chrismon 
Tree set up

10:00 am
Martha 
Dorcas 
Christmas
Meeting

10:00 am
Games Day

7:00 pm
Candlelight
Christmas 
Eve Service

Christmas 
Day

10:00 am
Quilting

SUN            MON             TUE             WED             THU             FRI             SATSUN            MON             TUE             WED             THU             FRI             SAT

Thank you O God, for love beyond measure in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen

Prayer from Christ in Our Home devotional

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! -2 Corinthians 9:15


