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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
1135 Jocelyn * Houston, Texas  77023 * Office (713) 921-4986 

website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com 

Email: elcr@att.net 
Bill Anderau, Council President       -       Denise Thumann, Office Manager 

   MINISTERS:  MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.   We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020  

Silence for Reflection 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:      Genesis 50:15-21 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?”  So they 
approached[a] Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to 
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers also wept,[b] fell down before him, and said, 
“We are here as your slaves.”  But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place 
of God?  Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com/
mailto:elcr@att.net
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A15-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1523a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A15-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1525b
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Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
    bless his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
    and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
    who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live[a] 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The LORD works vindication 
    and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
    his acts to the people of Israel. 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
    so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 

 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  Those who 
eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on 
those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand.  Some judge one day to be better than another, while 
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.  Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord 
and give thanks to God.  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 
sister?  Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?  For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God.  For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103%3A+1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15555a
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The Holy Gospel according to the book of John, in the 6th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading John 6:1-21 
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  
A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.  
Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples.  Now the Passover, the 
festival of the Jews, was near.  When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward 
him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?”  He said this 
to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, “Six months’ 
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.”  One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves 
and two fish. But what are they among so many people?”  Jesus said, “Make the people sit 
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 
thousand in all.  Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.  When they were 
satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be 
lost.”  So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  When the people saw the sign that he had 
done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”  When 
Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  When evening came, his disciples went down to 
the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing.  When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.  But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.”  Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the 
land toward which they were going. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon:                        Loaves and Fish//Wind and the I AM 
A Sermon on John 6:1-21 - by Rev. Rachel Ringlaben 

 

The Gospel of St. John Chapter Six as interpreted by William Shakespeare:  
 

Scene 1:  
 

Stage notes: “Jesus has crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, also known as 
Tiberius, and a great crowd of people have followed him because of the miraculous signs he 
has performed on the sick. Jesus has gone up a mountainside to sit with his disciples. There 
is a great deal of grass. The Passover is near. Crowds approach. Jesus looks up and sees 
the multitude.”  
 

The curtain goes up. The sea of Tiberius is the background, fig trees adorn the 
mountainside, thousands of people gather to catch the attention of the One they call Jesus.  
 

Can you imagine the scene?  
 

We, the audience, hear chatter from the left side of the stage. It is the disciples and Jesus. 
“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat,” Jesus whispers to Philip.  
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Philip responds in the over dramatic – woe is me –Hamlet way he only knows how, “Eight 
months wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”  
 

Andrew approaches, always plotting the pragmatics. “Here is a boy with five small barley 
loaves and two small fish,” he says, as he points to a small child who has entered the scene 
unnoticed by on-lookers. “But what are they among so many people.” Andrew looks into the 
audience and gestures in our direction – breaking the fourth wall.  
 

And then we realize – we are part of the crowd. 
 

We look down to read the notes in our program – there is no “Last Supper” narrative in the 
Gospel of John, this is the eucharist. Jesus himself takes loaves, gives thanks and 
distributes them – personally. This is an unmediated meal.  
 

We look at the stage again – Jesus meets each of the thousands of people and extends his 
hand to place a meal in their palms. This takes hours. The same hand that cooled fevers and 
healed many now extends sustenance.  
 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost,” Jesus announces as we 
watch him walk into the audience, climbing over pews and seats, undignified, unmediated, 
longing to communicate that we are sought out by the Living God. 
 

The scene is set in this comedy of errors where God becomes man, Creator becomes 
servant, the Bread of Life stoops to feed those who surround him. Suddenly, a woman 
decked in 1st Century Palestinian regalia steps to center stage and begins a sonnet to aid us 
in interpreting this sign… 
 

“Remember the rock from which you were hewn” – she says – “where there isn’t only just 
enough to go around but abundance spills over and swells your guts and mouths as the 
sweetness of compassion satisfies longings birthed in ancient caverns of excavated hope. 
Scales and crust passed from the hand of God to the hand of us where the Messiah bends 
down to feed us. Crumbs dribble from the mouths of infants as old men pick their teeth with 
fish bones… recounting miracles of old made manifest before their very eyes. Taste and see 
the Lord is good. Touch and feel abundance and compassion wrapped up in flesh that 
imparts hope to growling stomachs and aching hearts.”  
 

Before she can finish her monologue the crowd clamors about and attempts to seize Jesus 
and make him their king, trying to manipulate, categorize, and control the power displayed 
among them.  
 

Curtain Falls.  
 
Scene 2  
 

Stage Notes: The Sea of Tiberius. It is night. The disciples have gone down to the shore to 
start the journey across the lake toward Capernaum. It is dark. Jesus has not yet come to 
them.  
Curtain comes up. The Sea of Tiberius is on all sides of the stage. Water splashing about. 
The moon glistens with few stars in the skies as clouds have rolled in from the west. A 
sudden change in the wind pattern causes ominous waves to rise and fall, rocking the boat 
to and fro. 
 

We wonder, “Why are the disciples traveling alone? Where is Jesus?” 
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Waves crash the boat. A disciple yells out over the howling wind, “I don’t know how to swim!” 
 

Before another disciple can reply to comfort him, Jesus suddenly appears. But he is 
WALKING on the water and coming near to the boat. Jesus’ tunic becomes drenched by the 
waves and his hair is dampened from the mists around him. Yet he continues forward 
towards the disciples in the boat.  
 

They are terrified. Just who is this Jesus? Prophet? King? Or something more?  
 

The clouds open where the moonlight gleams on the boat as Jesus says to them, “I AM.”  
 

And in those two words, Jesus encompasses the entirety of who he is. “I AM.”  
 

The scene freezes as a disciple faces the audience to begin a soliloquy –  
“Water and sky part,” he yells towards the audience, as light eternal enters into our realm. “I 
AM” our Master says and our hearts travel back to the sacred story of Moses and the 
burning bush… “I AM WHO I AM”  
 

Could it be? Theophany has come to us? Word-spoken belovedness is adorned upon our 
heads once bowed in shame now bowing in awe?  
 

Marvelous Majesty meeting the mundane in you and in me 
 

Water  
Wetness shared by the Ancient of Days - how can it be that the Great I AM comes to us? 
Ancient hands and toes feeling, touching, the lake’s mist? Ancient eyes casting a net of 
compassion for the outcast and the widow?  
 

This Jesus has broken all rules, just when we thought he was just a prophet or a gifted 
Rabbi, we see that he is indeed God – Yahweh – the I AM.  
 

What do we do with this theophany? Shall we flee this mystery? For what will it mean for us, 
our lives, if we choose to receive the I AM into our realm? Will life ever be the same, now 
that we have seen God condescend to enter into our boat? Into our lives?”  
 

The disciple finishes his monologue and the scene unfreezes, Jesus extends his hands 
towards the disciples in the boat and kindly smiles as he says, “Do not be afraid.”  
 

A communal sigh is shared. All is well. And with that assurance, the disciples willingly 
receive Jesus into their boat.  
 

Curtain falls.  
We stand to applaud, amazed yet confused at what these two scenes tell us about what it 
means to follow Jesus. We have seen two snapshots of the Messiah displaying power. In 
one scene he comforts and provides, in another he terrifies and overwhelms. How do we 
respond?  
 

We ask ourselves, “Where is Jesus entering in a new, surprising, and terrifying ways in our 
lives with the power and presence of God? How will we respond to these revelations? How 
will we interpret these signs? For what is a sign but a scene that points to a larger Story?”  
 

May God help us in recognizing the power of God among us – when it is comforting and 
when it is terrifying. For the life of disciple is anything but boring – for we a part of the 
greatest Story, the greatest Drama of love revealed that the world will ever know. 
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The Prayers   
Drawn together in the compassion of God,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make 
it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion 
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you 
to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and 
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by 
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing from famine, poverty, and war. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we 
are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a 
community of a mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours.  We thank you for those who have showed 
us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught 
us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   
 

Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    

                                                                                                                                      

The Benediction 

Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. Amen. 

http://www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com/
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  

with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, 
 Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin 

Saldivar, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Jimmie Wilkins,  

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 
 

Special Thanks to Rev. Rachel Ringlaben  
and the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod 

for providing us with both written and videoed sermons for today.   
 
 

Redeemer Council is working towards an agreement with an interim pastor.   
In the meantime, the TX/LA Gulf Coast Synod will ensure we have weekly sermons. 

 
 

Roof Fund 
Thanks to all who have given and  

continue to give towards our roof fund. 
 

 
 

Do you Zoom??? 
Would you like to have a Zoom Coffee Hour?? 

Let us know!! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer 

https://redeemerlutheranhouston.com/ 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer
https://redeemerlutheranhouston.com/
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Dear Redeemer Family, 

If you are unable to do physical work to help someone, you can still participate in 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.  You can donate NEW items to: 
 

Bridge Over Trouble Waters 
3811 Allen- Genoa Rd 
Pasadena, TX 77504 
713-472-0753 – mask required! 
 

Donations accepted Monday thru Friday, 8am-5pm or on Saturday, 8am-12 
noon.  Call first and tell them who you are, what church you attend and what you are 
donating.  Items needed now: 

- Head phones that cover the ears for the elementary children so they can do 
their school work (cost $5 and up) 

- Liquid hand soap 
- Antiseptic hand wipes 
- Unscented baby wipes 
- Diapers:  size 5, 6 and 7 – any brand 
- Toddler protective mattress pad cover ($10 and up) 
- Twin size fitted sheets – any color 
- Over the counter infant, child or adult:  Pepto-Bismol and Tylenol 
- Paper towels (They do not need any toilet paper right now.) 

                       

OR 
 

You can donate good used items to SEAMs (Southeast Area Ministry resale shop) 
 

2006 Houston Blvd. 
South Houston, TX  77587 (Hwy. 3, Old Galveston Rd – Between College and Edgebrook.) 

Tuesday thru Saturday – 11am thru 3pm - reduced hours 
713-944-7405 
Mask required!  NO CLOTHING ACCEPTED AT THIS TIME. 
 

They are accepting: 
- Puzzles & Games 
- Toys 
- Books 
- Jewelry 
- Magazines 

- miscellaneous household items 
- plastic and paper bags 
- New greeting cards and 

wrapping paper. 

 
If you cannot deliver your items, you can bring them to Redeemer by Sunday, 
September 13 and Jerry and I can pick them up on Monday and deliver them for 
you. 

Patty 
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AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


