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Martin Luther once said that the whole world is like a drunken peasant. We either fall off one side 
of the horse or the other. By that he meant that we tend toward extremes and that’s how we get 
messed up. For a long time we Christians have been doing that concerning Mary. Some Christians 
make a great deal of Mary–sometimes too much. We Lutherans fall off the other side of the horse. 
We tend to make too little of her. So, today the Church gives us an opportunity to focus on Mary 
because truly, her response to God begins the whole “redemption event” we know as the life of 
Jesus Christ. To understand why the second person of the Holy Trinity took on human flesh, we 
need to review some things from the book of Genesis. Here we learn that every choice has conse-
quences.  
 
In Genesis 3 we read: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God 
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’ ‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 
naked.” 
 
Here we have the story of sin. Eve knows the will of God and she says “No!” Sin is that simple. 
It’s saying no to the will of God in my life. “I will become like God and I will decide.” That’s the 
sin of today’s world. We want to set the rules so they don’t infringe upon our desires. We want to 
(insert your pet thing here), but here’s the deal, we don’t get to decide. It’s above our paygrade. 
God has already decided what’s in bounds and what isn’t. For a quick, top 10 list, see ELW p. 
1160, the First Chief Part of the Small Catechism.  
 
Now, the point is that sin always brings division. It always brings pain. It always brings suffering. 
Sin always kills us. St. Paul tells us in Romans, “The wages of sin is death.” So when we do these 
things, we pay the consequences. To sin is to die. Eve is our model who shows us that saying “NO” 
to God is death. But, now, contrast this whole story with what St. Luke tells us.  
 
“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged 
to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary 
was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus” . . . and then down a verse or two . . 
. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God . . . For nothing is impossible with God.” “I 
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am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” The fall of Adam 
and Eve happened in the flesh, and now it would be redeemed in the flesh.  
 
Note the contrast. Eve says “No!” and what does she bring into the world? Death. When Mary says 
“Yes!”, what does she bring into the world? Life. In his lecture on Psalm 85 Dr. Luther writes, 
“For just as through Eve the curse took over, and in her and with her took possession of the whole 
human race . . . so through the blessed Virgin, in her and with her, the curse has been removed 
and the blessing bestowed, so that as the former would produce the children and fruit of death, so 
the latter would produce the Son and Fruit of life and salvation.” (Luther's Works 11:153) 
 
Let’s slow down and realize what happened here. At that very moment that which is uncontainable, 
which the universe itself cannot contain, which is God Almighty took on flesh in the womb of a 
woman! That's the main reason we focus today on Mary. She is the “new Eve.” Her “yes” brought 
Jesus into the flesh and it is by that flesh that He redeems humanity. She doesn't replace Christ. 
She isn't the Redeemer, but she certainly does co-operate with God, she could have declined, but 
by her saying “yes,” salvation came into the world.   
 
OK, so the first Eve was all about selfishness, about ME, ME, ME! Now, after Mary said “yes,” 
she didn’t go around saying, “Hey, look at me! I’m going to be the mother of God.” What does 
she do? St. Luke tells us that “Mary set out to the hillside in haste to the town of Judah.” How do 
you know that she’s really been touched by God? She runs to serve another and becomes totally 
other-centered.  
 
While she’s there, Elizabeth falls down in front of her and says “blessed is she who believed.” 
What does Mary say? “My soul proclaims the greatness of...who?” Me? No! “My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord! For He who is mighty has done great things for me.” Not holy is MY 
name, but holy is His Name! Mary models for us the complete leaving of selfishness and moving 
into generosity. 
 
So, this leads us say something obvious about Mary. Nine months later, Mary gives birth to Jesus. 
Mary is the mother of Jesus, who is God-incarnate, and that makes her the mother of God. The 
“little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay,” to whom Mary gave birth in Bethlehem, is fully human AND 
also truly God. The Formula of Concord plainly declares the Lutheran position. “Therefore we 
believe, teach, and confess that Mary conceived and bore not only a plain, ordinary, mere man 
but the veritable Son of God; for this reason she is rightly called, and truly is, the mother of God.” 
(Ep FC, VIII, 7.)  
 
If Jesus is God, then Mary is without question the Mother of God and that makes her a big deal, 
very important, even exalted. In Evening Prayer (ELW p.309ff), we sing the Magnificat and 
acknowledge that Mary was right, “All generations will call me blessed.” You may not have no-
ticed, but our liturgical calendar (ELW p.15ff) has a bunch of Marian festival days: The Presenta-
tion of Our Lord (Feb 2), The Annunciation of Our Lord (Mar 15), The Visitation of Mary to 
Elizabeth (May 31), and Mary, Mother of Our Lord (today). You DO realize that nobody except 
Sts. Peter & Paul has more than ONE day on the calendar. She gets FOUR! There’s a reason for 
that! The problem is that these commemorations seldom fall on a Sunday and so we don’t even 
realize that we’ve missed out on them. 
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Now, being the Mother of God was not an easy thing. Mary took Jesus, forty days old, to the 
temple in Jerusalem and Simeon took the child in his arms. He praised God, but told Mary that a 
sword would pierce her own soul. Indeed it did. Twelve years later, they went to the temple again 
and Jesus got lost. When Mary and Joseph finally found him, Mary literally said: “Your father and 
I have sought you sorrowing.” It was a shadow of future events. It’s not hard to imagine her sor-
rowing again when Jesus left home in Nazareth to wander about Galilee. What mother wouldn’t 
grieve when her son leaves home? Michelangelo captured the ultimate sorrow in the Pieta. Mary 
cradles the crucified, dead body of Jesus in her arms after they took him down from the cross. 
Jesus was the son of her body, her own flesh and blood. 
 
The last place in Scripture where we find Mary alluded to is in Revelation 12. “A great portent 
appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head 
a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving 
birth. Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and 
threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, 
so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, 
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God 
and to his throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 
God.” 
 
The woman clothed with the sun is Mary. She’s the one who gave birth to the child, the savior. 
Satan raged at her escape. “The dragon went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those 
who keep God's commandments and give witness to Jesus.” That is a powerful line. Who are the 
rest of the offspring of the woman who keep God’s commandments and give witness to Jesus? It’s 
Us! In a very real way, we are the spiritual offspring of Mary. How can that be? 
 
Many of you have met my wife, Krista. Now, when I married her, I got a lot more than just her in 
the deal. I got her three older sisters and their families and her parents, Ron & Betty. I have a very 
personal and intimate relationship with Krista, but it isn’t private and exclusive. Likewise, there is 
no such thing as a private relationship with Jesus. A personal, intimate relationship, yes. But when 
we enter into relationship with Jesus, we enter into relationship with the other members of the 
Holy Trinity. We also enter into a relationship with our Christian brothers and sisters around the 
world and also across the centuries in the communion of saints. Logically then, and truly we do 
enter a relationship with Jesus’ mother as well. Maximilian Kolbe, the “Saint of Auschwitz,” 
whose commemoration was yesterday, famously said: “If anyone does not wish to have Mary 
Immaculate for his Mother, he will not have Christ for his Brother.” 
 
One more thing about the scripture from Revelation. Since we’re already looking at the scene in 
heaven, it’s a good time to talk about the hymn, “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones.” (ELW 424) 
The scene is set in Heaven. The first stanza refers to the ranks of angels: seraphim, cherubim, 
thrones, dominions, princedoms, powers, archangels, virtues, angel choirs. They are doing what 
you would expect angels to do–they “raise the glad strain: Alleluia!” 
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In the second stanza someone else appears. Not an angel, but one who is “higher than the cheru-
bim, more glorious than the seraphim.” Who is this? The “bearer of the eternal Word!” Now, I bet 
you’ve always thought that the “bearer of the eternal Word” is a reference to Jesus. But that’s not 
right. Jesus IS the eternal Word. The “bearer of the eternal Word” is Mary. She is the one who 
bore him in her womb and gave birth to him. Mary is the one who is “higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim.” Sometimes she’s called the “Queen of Heaven.” There she is 
leading the praises of heaven, most gracious, magnifying the Lord. 
 
Our Roman Catholic friends set aside this day as the Assumption of Mary into Heaven. This is a 
recent (church time is measured in centuries) dogma, proclaimed in 1950 by Pope Pius XII. The 
assumption dogma contends that Mary was then taken up, body and soul, to Heaven by an act of 
God at the time of her death. Her body thus did not experience decay, but was preserved against 
corruption. Where no express scriptural proofs are available, Matthew 27:52-53 has sometimes 
been suggested as a possibility: “. . . the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many.” Did all these Old Testament saints die and have to be 
buried all over again? There is no record of that, but early Church writers record that God assumed 
them into heaven. 
 
The story is told that during the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops from throughout the 
Mediterranean world gathered in Constantinople, Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem to bring the relics of Mary to Constantinople to be enshrined in the capitol. The patriarch 
explained to the emperor that there were no relics of Mary in Jerusalem, that “Mary had died in 
the presence of the apostles; but her tomb, when opened later . . . was found empty and so the 
apostles concluded that the body was taken up into heaven.” 
 
A proper “Lutheranization” would emphasize that Mary does not ascend to heaven as Jesus did, 
under His own power, but in this case that the power of God took her up. We might look at this 
dogma as reminding us that Mary's assumption points us toward God's promise of our own resur-
rection, not as spirits but as complete human persons with corporeal yet incorruptible bodies.  
 
Proper Marian devotion always points to Jesus. To honor her is to honor her Son. To contemplate 
her life, from the cradle of Jesus to His cross, serves to draw us closer to her savior and ours. Today 
God calls each of us to imitate Mary’s “yes.” He predestined her from all eternity, but didn’t co-
erce, force, or compel her in any way. Likewise, God chose you from all eternity to know His Son, 
Jesus. He chose you from all eternity to know his salvation, to know His presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament, to know the reality of the fullness of revelation. God chose you, and He has given you 
all the tools you need to live a holy and devout life. 
 
Mary, once lowly, now highly exalted, magnifies the Lord! She proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord. She gives all honor and glory to him. Today, Jesus calls again to you. He longs for you to 
say “yes” and allow Him to work through you to bring forth His Kingdom in this place. Mary is 
what we ought to be and will be when God finally completes his work in us. We will be, like Mary, 
“God-magnifiers.” God will lift us too up “higher than the cherubim, more glorious than the ser-
aphim.”  Amen.  


