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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America.   
We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

___________________________________________________________ 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2020  

 
Silence for Reflection 
 
Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us 
as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and consistency, that your name 
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
First Reading:   Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

Thus says the LORD:  Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, 
and my deliverance be revealed.  And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the 
sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant—

 
these I will bring to my holy 

mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples.  Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to 
them besides those already gathered. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm    67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.  Selah 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 
 
Second  Reading     Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads 
with God against Israel?  for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  Just as you 
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may 
now receive mercy.  For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful 
to all. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 15
th
 chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading      Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28    
 

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”  
Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?”  He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted.  Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind.  
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”  But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.”  Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding?  Do you 
not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?  
But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.  For out 
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander.  
These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”   

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.  Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”  But he did not answer her at all. 



And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 
us.”  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But she came 
and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
Romans 11:1-2a: I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendent of Abraham, a member of the triple Benjamin. God has not rejected 
his people whom he foreknowledge. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how 
he pleads with God against Israel? 
 
Grace and peace be to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember to Love, have 
mercy and forgive. 
 
Getting down to brass tacks, Paul answers his own question: "By now means!" ----Absolutely 
not --- or No way!!! 
 
Paul utters this kind of question nine other times in Romans after posing a ridiculous 
theological question in 9:14, "Is there injustice with God?". Although Paul treats the 
questions as preposterous, still he makes us consider them, just for a moment, so he can 
show how crucial this point is. 
 
You and I really need to know why the question is so important; why it is so crucial  for 
Christians and Jews alike. It's the faithfulness of God - that's what's crucial! 
 
Paul will have no part in a "God-talk" that implies God will not keep promises. If God will not 
prove that he is faithful to promises made all the way back through the O.T., then Christians 
have no good reason to expect God will keep the ones made to us through Jesus Christ. 
The faithfulness to you and me (all of creation) remains the absolute bedrock of Paul's 
theology, something he learned and had proven to him when God struck him blind, proving 
his love for Paul.  
 
Paul poses his key question ("Has God rejected his people?") after connecting it with a 
similar situation all the way back to Isaiah, where God waits patiently for a disobedient and 
unresponsive people, chapter 65:2: "All day long I have held out my hands to an obstinate 
people, who was in ways not good, pursuing their own imaginations." 
 
Paul doesn't even mess with an argument in response to the question. It's pretty simple for 
him. God cannot have rejected the people "whom he foreknew" (11:2), simply because "the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable" (11:29). That's how God rolls, as we say in our 
day and age. 
 
As a result, Paul can confidently claim that "all Israel will be saved" (11:26) and will 
experience "full inclusion" (11:12) in God's salvation. Don't miss or undersell these important 
statements. 



Paul's main emphasis, once again, is on God. The conclusion of the "arguments" set forth in 
Romans 9-11 comes in 11:32. However God works, and for whatever reasons God works, 
God works so that God "may be merciful to all" (11:32). 
 
All this stuff, therefore, isn't just about figuring out "the status of the Jewish people"; it's 
about reaffirming that God calls people--all people--out of wrath, judgment, and sins. God 
does this to prove God's righteousness and loyalty (as we learned in Romans 3). We can--
we must!--trust that God will be merciful. Why do we trust in this mercy? Because, finally, 
"the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable." 
 
In the end, God is merciful. We might not understand how everything will work out, but God 
will see to it. Faith rests on this kind of hope. 
 
The main point Paul returns to is: when it comes to accomplishing salvation, everything is in 
God's hands--not in the hands of the church, nor in those of "Israel."  It's in the hands of 
God. 
 

The Prayers   
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, 

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 

Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As 
Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church 
discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that 
the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, 
and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations 
of the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by 
enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have 
enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and towns, and for those who need your healing, 
especially. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation grace to find our life 
refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, 
and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints, 
join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   
                                   

Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    

                                                                                                                                      

The Benediction 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 
the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Grant and Nancy Housewright 
Redeemer wishes Pastor and Nancy a future filled with blessings, 

fulfillment, and all the happiness they deserve! 
 

They have blessed our church with leadership, ministry, and a deep love of 
the Lord. Their tireless dedication and service to our congregation will be 

sorely missed and they will forever be held dear to our hearts.   
 

We thank them for sharing God’s love, not only with their words, but also 
with their lives. 
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Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Pastor Grant until August 30, 2020 

at 713-305-7133 with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 
 

Prayer List Updates after 08/30/20 
If you have any updates to the Prayer List after Pastor’s retirement, you may call or text 

Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980. 
 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
The Family of Debbie Adams, Judy Adams, Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Laurie Aubin, 

Mariah Bell, Kenneth Bishop, Patsy Maureen Blair, Deborah Bostwick, Bill Chambles, 
Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, Maria Aurelia Cordova, Israel Cruz, Lucille Dailey-Metcalf,  
Casey A.K. Davis IV, Thomas Davis, Bobbie Dean, Parker Dixon, Lance Dromgoole, 

Antonio Duarte, Mary Duron, Rocky Espinosa, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Jesus Garza, William Giddens, Manny Gonzalez, Monica Gonzales,  

Sharon Timmerman Graves, Tamara Handerson, Steve Helmke, Priscilla Hilmers, Sue Hill, 
Fran Hington, Michael Holm, Olga Holten, Jon Johansen, Alex Kavlaski, 

The Family of Eddie League, Josh Leamons, Donna Leonard, Aaron Limon, Martha Limon, 
Maria M. Lopez, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Nathan Maldonado, 

Cynthia Martinez, Pat Maxwell, The Family of Gene Mayes, Christopher Mendoza, 
Phil Miller, Valentina (Escobedo) Montalvo, Wallace Montalvo, Sally Musachea,  

Veronica Natividad, Guadalupe Ordaz, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, 
Erin Pereira, Olivia Pereira, Esther Maurine Roberts, Cesar Rodriguez, Norma Saenz, 

The Family of Martin Saldivar, Richard Salias, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, 
Margot Noelle Sharp, Evan Smith, Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, Larry Stormer, 

David Taylor, Rosie Tello, Laura Thac, Rosie Trevino, Julius Trotter, Jyme Tyson, 
Carlos Villagomez, Raul Villagomez, Bonnie Walker, Oliver Walkup, Dorothy White, 

Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Casey Davis, IV, underwent surgery August 6th for a hole in his heart.  
He did well and is doing fine. Casey is Casey and Alexandra Davis’ son;  

grandson to Luis and Iris Cruz.  
We are assured that God will never let go of his children. 

 

   

ACCEPTING ONLINE OFFERINGS 
   We are now capable of accepting online contributions to BOTH our 

  General Fund AND the Roof Fund.  Thank you for your continued 

support and generosity. 
 

 
The asbestos removal from our roof has been completed. 

It is now safe to return to the building. 
 



 
AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 


