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Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2020 - Year B 

 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the 
long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is 
good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our 
lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands.  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Those who wish to may kneel. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Important Update on In-Person Worship at ELCR 

In the interest of everyone’s health and safety, it has been decided to pause in-person Sunday morning 
worship services beginning on December 27 and running through January 10, 2021. During this time, 
pre-recorded services will premiere on here on our Facebook page each Sunday at 10:30 am and will 
be cross posted to YouTube shortly afterwards. This pause will allow our leadership team to reflect on 
lessons learned from our initial return to in person worship, assess the anticipated post-Christmas 
COVID spike, and make an informed decision about how best to proceed in the opening weeks of 2021. 
Stay tuned for the latest information as changes to the situation unfold. 
 
Hopefully, with the roll out of the COVID vaccine and a few more weeks of diligence with masks and 
distancing, we will be able to see light at the end of the tunnel. Thanks for your patience and support 
for our parish leadership during these challenging times. 
 

Pr. Steve 

 

Sunday Service Live on Facebook: 
Redeemer Lutheran Live - Click Here 

https://m.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer/live/
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P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 138) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (ELW p. 138) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
C: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, al-

mighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142) 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING:  Titus 2:11-14 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  
who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 143) 

The assembly is seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW p. 143) - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  ELW 270 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, 
 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  -   From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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CREED (ELW p. 104) 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-
ten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our sal-
vation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Fa-
ther and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-
lieve in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead (+), and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

LR: The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!”.… Hear us O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 143) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
 “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 144) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145) 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God… For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 

from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us… All praise and glory are 
yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING Silent Night, ELW 281 
1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885  -  From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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BLESSING (ELW p. 146) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Joy to the World” ELW 267 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748  -  From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr --- Saturday, December 26, 2020 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven upon whom the 
apostles laid hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and others in need. Later, Stephen's 
preaching angered the temple authorities, and they ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 
 



 7 

John, Apostle and Evangelist --- Sunday, December 27, 2020 
The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the twelve disciples and witness to the trans-
figuration. Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of John, the three New Testament let-
ters bearing his name, as well as Revelation. 
 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs --- Monday, December 28, 2020 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to mur-
der the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 
 
Name of Jesus --- Friday, January 1, 2021 
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth day of life, so on the eighth day 
of Christmas the church celebrates this event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the covenant as well as Jesus' 
name are signs of God's salvation given to us through him. 
 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872 --- Saturday, January 2, 2021 
A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church with the eucharist 
at its center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors to North America, 
Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine. 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson,  

Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Jesus (Chuy) Ramirez, Esther Maurine Roberts,  
The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, 
The Family of Anita Schultz, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 

Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup,  
The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 

 
Continued prayers are needed for Martha Limon.  May God's mercy bring her hope. 

 
 

The poinsettias that will beautify our worship services today are given to the glory of God by 

Bill and Marion Anderau 
 


