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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 - Year B 

 
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God 
will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her 
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only 
as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what 
God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands.   

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sunday Service Live on Facebook: 
Redeemer Lutheran Live - Click Here 

Important Update on In-Person Worship at ELCR 

In the interest of everyone’s health and safety, it has been decided to pause in-person Sunday morning 
worship services beginning on December 27 and running through January 10, 2021. During this time, 
pre-recorded services will premiere on here on our Facebook page each Sunday at 10:30 am and will 
be cross posted to YouTube shortly afterwards. This pause will allow our leadership team to reflect on 
lessons learned from our initial return to in person worship, assess the anticipated post-Christmas 
COVID spike, and make an informed decision about how best to proceed in the opening weeks of 2021. 
Stay tuned for the latest information as changes to the situation unfold. 
 
Recognizing the growing COVID numbers in Harris County, the Council reduced the number of people 
who will be admitted to the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service to only 40, including those who are 
scheduled to volunteer (ushers, sound, music, etc.). To attend, you MUST sign up via this form and 
agree to the policy. Once we have reached our maximum occupancy, reservations will not be ac-
cepted. Unfortuantely, if you are not on the list, you will not be admitted. The service will be 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, beginning at 6:45 pm.  
 
Hopefully, with the roll out of the COVID vaccine and a few more weeks of diligence with masks and 
distancing, we will be able to see light at the end of the tunnel. Thanks for your patience and support 
for our parish leadership during these challenging times. 
 
Pr. Steve 

 

https://m.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer/live/
https://tinyurl.com/y8xfwsfm
https://tinyurl.com/y8xfwsfm
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Those who wish to may kneel. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 138) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 138) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
C: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, al-

mighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142) 
P: Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all 
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 143) 

The assembly is seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came          ELW 265 
  The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
 all generations laud and honor thee; 
 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 



 4 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
 "My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name." 
 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
 in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
 "Most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924   
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
CREED (ELW p. 104) 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-
ten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our sal-
vation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead (+), and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 

LR: Gracious God, all generations call you blessed.… Hear us O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 143) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 144) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Ho-
sanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145) 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy… For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 

all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

 
 

BLESSING (ELW p. 146) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146) 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 --- Monday, December 14, 2020 
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings reflect a 
deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 
 
Las Posadas (LLC) --- Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the "posadas," or lodgings, sought by Mary 
and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until finally they 
are welcomed in, and a party commences. 
 
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552 --- Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four 
she and several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six 
children were born to Katie and Martin. 
 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr --- Saturday, December 26, 2020 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven upon whom the 
apostles laid hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and others in need. Later, Stephen's 
preaching angered the temple authorities, and they ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 

 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson,  

Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Jesus (Chuy) Ramirez, Esther Maurine Roberts,  
The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, 

The Family of Anita Schultz, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup,  

The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Continued prayers are needed for Martha Limon.  May God's mercy bring her hope. 

 
 

The poinsettias that will beautify our worship services until January 3rd  
are given to the glory of God by 

Bill and Marion Anderau 
 

 


