
4th Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021 

 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to 
the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us 
in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is 
the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we 
proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)   The assembly stands. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly stands. 

 
GATHERING SONG             ELW  263    "Savior of the Nations, Come"                   (Not Printed) 
   
GREETING (ELW p. 147) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
P: Let us pray. 
 

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
   

The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON (ELW p. 151)                      
 

The assembly stands for the Hymn of the Day 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW: 257   "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"  vs. 7, 8             (Not Printed) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED (ELW p. 152) 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead (+), and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

presence. 
A brief silence. 

 

P: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need….Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Multiple petitions 
 

P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 152) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.  
 

The assembly may share a sign of peace. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: ELW 190  - “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us…We look with hope for his 
coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel…one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
P: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
P: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us … to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 155) 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG               ELW   264    "Prepare the Royal Highway"                    (Not Printed)   
 

For those unable to receive communion with us today we invite you to pray: 
 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Sacrament is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the 
earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the 

affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your love. Amen. 

 



DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 
REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST 

Monica Allen, Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, 
Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther Maurine Roberts, 

Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Bruce, Richard, 
Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nanette Zertuche, Hope Zertuche 

 
We have received prayer requests for:  

Prayers for The Family & Friends of Bonnie Walker, Marion & Bill, Pat Maxwell, Colleen Brown, Melissa, 
Shelly, Laurie, Priscilla Hilmers, Jim, Cheryl, Bobbie Dean, Roberto Escobedo, Francisca Escobedo, 

Patricia Escobedo, Roxanne Contreras, Daniel Contreras, Dylene Garza, Bennie Sanchez, 
for the people in Kentucky, employees of Clay’s Restaurant, Stella, troops and their families, 

Dan Liles, Maria, Patty & Jerry, Ashlie, Marilyn, Heathur, Tracy, Heathur Jamison, Don Bergstrom, Butch, 
Michelle, Richard, Irma, Bruce, Diego, Leonela, for those traveling, Nancy, Randy, Lurlene & Frank, Bob, 
Kathy and her unborn baby, Reed, Sandy, Anne, Theresa, Lucille, Toni Robin’s family, Jenny, Barbara, 

Robin’s director, John, Nahum, Carolina and Ms. Lulu’s family, John, Garner Family, jobs, guidance,  
inner strength, relationships, peace, caregivers, first responders, better politicians, neighbors, schools,  

for the Holy Spirit to be with us.  Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for 
Quilting  

on Tuesday 
12/21 – 10am 

 

Join us for  
Game Day 

On Wednesday, 
12/22 – 10am

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service - 7pm  

 
 

January 16th 
After service there will be a congregational town hall meeting and potluck lunch. 

This is an opportunity to ask questions about our parallel new start.   
We hope to see you there.    

 

January 30th 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

This is an important meeting as we will be presenting the new Church 
Constitution By-Laws which has been highly revised and updated. 

 

  We will call for a vote to move forward with Synod in pursuing the parallel new 
start in 2022. 

 

We ask that you plan to attend.   
 

 


