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Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 - Year B 

 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear 
that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a 
robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set 
of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship 
we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Those who wish to kneel may do so here. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service Live on Facebook: 
Redeemer Lutheran Live - Click Here 

Persons who choose to attend in-person worship agree to inform the church 
promptly if they learn they have been exposed to COVID-19. 

 

 Notice of COVID-19 exposure should be made by calling  
Pastor Steve Stutz at (281) 406-0954 

and should inform us of the relevant date(s) of in-person attendance.  
 

The church will then make appropriate, anonymous notifications to  
others who may have been in attendance on the same date,  

so they may take appropriate steps to protect their health and safety.  
 

The church office will also notify public health authorities and will assist them in any 
efforts to undertake contact tracing. 

 

https://m.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer/live/
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P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

All stand. 
 
 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 

your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING Thessalonians 5:16-24 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All stand to welcome the gospel. 
 
C: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
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GOSPEL:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  -  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  ELW 249 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 
 our refuge and our great reward; 
 without your grace we waste away 
 like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
 and make us rise to fall no more; 
 oh, let your face upon us shine 
 and fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
 whose advent has our freedom won, 
 whom with the Father we adore, 
 and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies # SB16164 . 
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THE NICENE CREED 
P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten,  not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, (+) and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

LR: God of preachers and messengers,  … Hear us O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 

church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 
 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God…For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Multiple petitions are offered with same response. 
 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil (+). For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED!  
 

We are ushering out 
 starting with the BACK pews and working forward.  

 

Thank you for holding tight for a minute! 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Lucy, martyr, died 304 --- Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under Emperor 
Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps be-
cause the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on the shortest day of the 
year. 
 
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 --- Monday, December 14, 2020 
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings re-
flect a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 
 
Las Posadas (LLC) --- Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the "posadas," or lodgings, sought 
by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, 
until finally they are welcomed in, and a party commences. 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson,  

Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Jesus (Chuy) Ramirez, Esther Maurine Roberts,  
The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, 

The Family of Anita Schultz, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, 

The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Continued prayers are needed for Martha Limon.  May God's mercy bring her hope. 

 
 
 

The altar flowers that beautify our worship service this Sunday are given to the glory of God by 

Redeemer’s Altar Guild 
 

 
Please take a look at this booklet to help you think through your own funeral and burial wishes.  

You can download it at: https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4-- 
Be sure to return it to the office so that we can keep it on file.  Thank you.  

  
 

https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4

