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First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 - Year B 

 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently 
distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming 
of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like any-
thing we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we 
can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Those who wish to kneel may do so here. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

All stand. 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new 
day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 64:1-9 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All stand to welcome the gospel. 
 
C: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 13:24-37 
P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
 the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
 awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
 and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
 The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
 your lamps with gladness take!" 
 Alleluia!  
 Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
 go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 and all her heart with joy is springing. 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
 Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
 the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
 her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
 Now come, O Blessed One, 
 Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 
             Sing hosanna! 
 Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
 and follow to the banquet hall. 
 
3 Gloria! Let heav'n adore you! 
 Let saints and angels sing before you, 
 with harp and cymbal's clearest tone. 
 Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, 
 lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming, 
 with angel choirs around your throne. 
 No eye has caught the light, 
 no ear the thund'ring might 
 of such glory. 
 There we will go: what joy we'll know! 
 There sweet delight will ever flow. 
 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.   
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 
736800-A and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies # SB16164 . 
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THE NICENE CREED 
P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten,  not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, (+) and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

LR: We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. … Hear us O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 

church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 
 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God…For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Multiple petitions are offered with same response. 
 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil (+). For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED!  
 

We are ushering out 
 starting with the BACK pews and working forward.  

 

Thank you for holding tight for a minute! 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Andrew, Apostle 
Monday, November 30, 2020 
The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others to the Sav-
ior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to meet Jesus, and he 
brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which Jesus fed thousands. 
 
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
Thursday, December 3, 2020 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast Asia, Ja-
pan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 
 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. One 
of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson, Jenny Johansen, 
 Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, 

Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, 
The Family of Anita Schultz, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, 

Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, The Family of Steve Wilbanks, 
The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 

 

Please remember Martha Limon in continued prayers that God will  
continue to meet her needs each day. 

 

 
 

Please take a look at this booklet to help you think through your own funeral and burial wishes.  
You can download it at: https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4-- 

Be sure to return it to the office so that we can keep it on file.  Thank you. 
 

 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4

