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24th Sunday after Pentecost  
November 15, 2020 -  Lectionary 33, Year A 

 
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming 
day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the 
night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use 
our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with vio-
lence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to 
welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give 

us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for 
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:14-30 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 

on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

LR: Lord of the church, … Hear us O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 



 3 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 
church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God…For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Multiple petitions are offered with same response. 
 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 1231 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 
Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thuringia, and at age 
four was taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they were married. 
She was very generous to the poor, and after her husband's death she lived in cruel hardship 
until her own death at age twenty-four. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson, Jenny Johansen, 
 Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, 

Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, 
The Family of Anita Schultz, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, 

Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, The Family of Steve Wilbanks, 
The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 

 

Please remember Martha Limon in continued prayers that God will  
continue to meet her needs each day. 

 

Our beloved member, Thelma Schulte, passed away on Saturday, October 31 at 101 years old. 
Please keep the Schulte Family in your prayers. 

 
 
 

Our council is hard at work to resolve all of the  
issues involved in getting our church open with a target date of 

November 29, 2020, in time for Advent. 
Until then, please continue to watch our weekly service on Facebook.  Invite your friends! 

 
 

Please take a look at this booklet to help you think through your own funeral and burial wishes.  
You can download it at: https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4-- 

Be sure to return it to the office so that we can keep it on file.  Thank you. 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y3an5xr4

