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Pentecost 20 
Service of the Word  

October 18, 2020 
 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 

When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 

him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate al-

legiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we of-

fer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P: Let us pray. O Lord God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 45:1-7 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
LR: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:15-22 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 841  -  Lift Every Voice and Sing       
Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring…..True to our God, true to our native land. 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
LR: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 
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LR: Unite your church, O God… Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 

Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 
you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 
church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God…For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Multiple petitions are offered with same response. 
 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk
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BLESSING 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Luke, Evangelist 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of Je-

sus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most beloved 

parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon. 

 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

Friday, October 23, 2020 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testa-

ment and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether 

this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jose Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, 

 Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin Saldivar, 

Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford,  
Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks,  

Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

 Martha Limon is in need of our continued prayers.  

 


