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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
1135 Jocelyn * Houston, Texas  77023 * Office (713) 921-4986 

website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com  

Email: elcr@att.net 

Interim Pastor, Rev. Steve Stutz, D.Min – pastorstevestutz@gmail.com; (281) 406-0954 
Bill Anderau, Council President       -       Denise Thumann, Office Manager 

   MINISTERS:  MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.   We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 4, 2020  

 
Silence for Reflection 
 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading:      Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it 
to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  What more was there to do for my vineyard that 
I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  And 
now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it a waste; it 
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is 
the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:7-15 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
    you drove out the nations and planted it. 
You cleared the ground for it; 
    it took deep root and filled the land. 
The mountains were covered with its shade, 
    the mighty cedars with its branches; 
it sent out its branches to the sea, 
    and its shoots to the River. 
Why then have you broken down its walls, 
    so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 
The boar from the forest ravages it, 
    and all that move in the field feed on it. 
Turn again, O God of hosts; 
    look down from heaven, and see;  
have regard for this vine, 
    the stock that your right hand planted.  
 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.  Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:33-46 
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country.  When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants 
to collect his produce.  But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another.  Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the 
same way.  Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 
his inheritance.’  So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.  They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:        (Please visit our Facebook Page or YouTube to view the sermon)  
 
The Prayers   

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy,  
let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with 
your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands 
bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your 
servants who cared deeply for your creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that 
world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain 
and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and 
soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and 
a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in 
the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us 
into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Ever-living God, strengthen and sustain Michael, our Bishop; Ashley, our Conference Dean, 
and all clergy of our Synod, that with patience and understanding they may love and care for 
your people. We pray especially for the person whom you are already preparing to be our 
future shepherd. Help us to prepare in all of the ways necessary to be ready to receive them 
with joy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus join 
theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   

 
Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    

                                                                                                                                      

 

The Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License [SB161640] 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com/


5 
 

Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  

with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, 

Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, 
The Family of Martin Saldivar, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, 

Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, 
Jimmie Wilkins, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 

 
Jenny Johansen, Ruth Reynolds goddaughter, is in need of our prayers. 

  
Please pray for Delia Chance, that her overall health improves.  

 
Martha Limon is in need of our continued prayers.  

 
 

Redeemer’s Website 
https://redeemerlutheranhouston.com/ 

Visit us for weekly video sermons, bulletins,  
and so much more! 

 
Redeemer is also on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer 
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