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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America.   
We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

___________________________________________________________ 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2020  

Silence for Reflection 
Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

First Reading:   Jeremiah 15:15-21 

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer 
insult.  Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 
delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  I did not sit in the 
company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you 
had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to 
be healed?  Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.  Therefore thus 
says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me.  If you 
utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth.  It is they 
who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.  And I will make you to this people a 
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am 
with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.  I will deliver you out of the hand of the 
wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm    26:1-8 
Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, 
    and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 
    test my heart and mind. 
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
    and I walk in faithfulness to you.  
I do not sit with the worthless, 
    nor do I consort with hypocrites; 
I hate the company of evildoers, 
    and will not sit with the wicked. 
I wash my hands in innocence, 
    and go around your altar, O LORD, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
    and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
O LORD, I love the house in which you dwell, 
    and the place where your glory abides. 
 

Second  Reading     Romans 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to 
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning 
coals on their heads.”  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading      Matthew 16:21-28 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.”   
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?  “For 
the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 



everyone for what has been done.  Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
Matthew 16:26: What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? 
 

Grace and peace be to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit guide 
us to love, have mercy and forgive. 
 

Several years ago in New York City, five new pizza parlors opened in the same block. 
Obviously, the competition was full on. One of the owners put up a sign which read: "Ours is 
the best pizza in the city." Another read: "Ours is the best pizza in the state". Another read: 
"Ours is the best pizza in the country." Another boasted: "Ours is the best pizza in the 
world." Finally, the fifth owner's sign went up. The clear winner, it read ..."Ours is the best 
pizza on the block."  
 

Who is a winner, and why? In today's Gospel Lesson, Jesus gives us His answer. "What, 
then, will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life?" (Mt. 16:26).  
 

Being a winner has nothing to do with the size of your house, or your boat, or your 
investments and money. Instead, Jesus is telling us in today's Gospel Lesson that being a 
winner depends on your day-in and day-out willingness to renounce yourself, take up your 
cross, and follow Him. "For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it," Jesus tells us. "But 
anyone who loses it for My sake will find it" (Mt. 16:25). Strange, isn't it, to hear Jesus 
identifying a real winner as a loser (in the worldly sense)?  
 

And that is exactly what the Lord Jesus is telling us in today's lesson. He wants us to live a 
new perspective in life. He wants us to go with the intention of being losers in the worldly 
sense and become winners in Kingdom of Heaven on earth! 
 

C.S. Lewis wrote a book called "Mere Christianity." I want to tell you about a great chapter in 
this book, "The Great Sin", in which Lewis describes the sin of pride as "the utmost evil" 
because he says it is, at its root, competitive.  
 

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, but the pleasure is having MORE than the 
next person. Proud people get no pleasure by being rich, or clever, or good-looking. They 
are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. It is the comparison that 
makes them proud: the pleasure of being above the rest or having more. Proud people take 
pleasure in knowing that the rest have less; the pleasure of knowing that the rest are inferior. 
And pride goes on-and-on.  
 

Proud folks see an enemy in someone who has more. The Christians are right: it is pride 
which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since the world 
began. It was through pride that the devil became the devil.  
 

Pride causes enmity, not only between man and man, but also between man and God. In 
God, you come face-to-face with something that is superior to you and, unless you accept 
this reality, you do not experience God's Presence at all. If you are proud, you cannot know 
God.  
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"This raises a serious question," wrote C.S. Lewis. "How is it that Christian people who are 
obviously eaten up with pride can say they believe in God and appear themselves to be very 
religious? I am afraid they are worshipping an imaginary God."  
 
There is an episode in the 10th chapter Mark's Gospel where a couple of disciples want to 
be great; big winners by worldly standards. Jesus puts things in proper perspective for them, 
saying,  
 
"You do not know what you are asking. Anyone who wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and anyone who wants to be first among you must be slave to all. For 
the Son of Man Himself did not come to be served but to serve" (Mk. 10:38, 42-45).  
 
In that same spirit, we follow Jesus in His ministry of service, not looking down at those who 
have less than you, but liberating our souls and the souls of others who are imprisoned by 
anything that stands in the way of servant discipleship. 
 
Now may the peace of God hold you safe and blanket you with comfort beyond anything you 
have ever known. Amen 
 

The Prayers   
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, 

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby 
discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to 
see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony 
with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 
even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they 
advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their 
communities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 
presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick, (hear our silent and verbal prayers). Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in 
prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 
reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in 
your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   
 

Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.     

                                                                                                                                      

The Benediction 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 
the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 
 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, 
 Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin 

Saldivar, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Jimmie Wilkins,  

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 
 

Please keep your prayers with Martha Limon.  She has been hospitalized again.  She has 
an infection and pneumonia.  A small tumor has been found on her brain.  She has decided 

to stop chemotherapy treatments.  God Bless Martha and her family.   
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AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 


