
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 13, 2021 

 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the 
tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in 
a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is 
here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, 
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that 
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
 

GATHERING SONG  – ELW 807 – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing – Not Printed 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 147) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 159) 

C: All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given!  Let angels sing, 

let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven!  Lord God Almighty, 

heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing, we praise you for your 

glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author, O Lamb 

of God, your death alone takes sin away forever. Stretch out your arms to 

ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand, receive our prayer; have 

mercy. To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you; for you 

alone are God most high, one living God we claim you: we worship you, 

Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest, in God the Father’s 

glory. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
P: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 

and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 



GOSPEL:  Mark 4:26-34 
P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON (ELW p. 151) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW 399 – O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

1 O Holy Spirit, root of life, 
 creator, cleanser of all things: 
 anoint our wounds, awaken us 
 with lustrous movement of your wings. 
 

2 Eternal vigor, Saving One, 
 you free us by your living Word, 
 becoming flesh to wear our pain, 
 and all creation is restored. 
 

3 O holy Wisdom, soaring pow'r, 
 encompass us with wings unfurled, 
 and carry us, encircling all 
 above, below, and through the world. 
 
Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179 – Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  – Music and hymns 
for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies # SB16164 . 
 

CREED (ELW p. 152) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
P: God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe….Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 



Multiple petitions 
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 152) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 

from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup…we await his coming in power to share with 
us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit…and receive our inheritance with all your saints in 
light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place… all glory and 

honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
C: Amen 
 

P: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
P: Let us pray. God of abundance… and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 155) 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 155) 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG (ELW p. 155) – ELW 824 – This Is My Father’s Word – Not Printed   
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015 – Thursday, June 17, 2021 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel 
Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda 
Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered by a self-professed white supremacist 
while they were gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (often referred to as Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney 
and Simmons were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A 
resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel 
Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
on August 8, 2019. Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged reaffirm their commitment to 
repenting of the sins of racism and white supremacy which continue to plague this church, to 
venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and to mark this day of penitence with study and 
prayer. 

 
Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  

with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 
 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST 
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, 

Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance,  
Casey Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, Scott Hilmers, 

Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther 
Maurine Roberts, Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, 

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nanette Zertuche. 
 

 
 

Special Service Next Sunday 
June 20, 2021! 

 

Please join us to welcome  

Rev. Dr. Tracey Breashears Schultz 
Bishop’s Associate for Leadership  

 

She will deliver the sermon and will stay for a Q & A on 
the call process and what we can expect moving forward 

in our interim process. 
 

This meeting will not be on Zoom or video.  If you cannot 
attend in person and would like to ask a question, please 

send an email to ELCR@att.net 


