
 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9, 2021 
 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 
love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 
believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
Baptism Hymn:  ELW 445 – Wash O God our Sons and Daughters      (not printed in this bulletin) 
 

We are seated. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father… in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, 

love, and obedience to the will of God.  
 
The sponsor/s present/s the candidate. The pastor addresses the parents and sponsors who 
bring for baptism children who are not able to answer for themselves. Finally, the pastor 
addresses the assembly.  
 
P: People of God, do you promise to support Sawyer Graham Sosa and pray for him 

in him new life in Christ?  
Response:  We do.  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church.  
 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
C: I renounce them.  
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
C: I renounce them.  
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
C:  I renounce them.  
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father?  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT  
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



P: We give you thanks, O God…to you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 
 
BAPTISM  
Water is poured on the candidate’s head, as the pastor pronounces the baptismal formula. The 
pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose 
is used. A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized. A grain of salt is placed on the lips of the 
baptized. Finally, the congregation welcomes a new member of the family. 
 
P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 

giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 

 
The assembly stands. 
 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 147) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.  Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory 
are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
P: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
GOSPEL:  John 15:9-17 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 151) 
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 754  “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

1 Jesus, the very thought of you 
 fills us with sweet delight; 
 but sweeter far your face to view 
 and rest within your light. 
 
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 
 nor can the mind recall 
 a sweeter sound than your blest name, 
 O Savior of us all! 
 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878  –  Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with 

permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies # SB16164 . 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
 

P: Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church.…Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Multiple petitions 
 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 152) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 
 O joy of all the meek, 
 how kind you are to those who fall! 
 How good to those who seek! 
 
4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 
 help us to prize your love; 
 grant us at last to hear you say: 
 "Come, share my home above." 
 



PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy… For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command… To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Take and eat, the body of Christ, given for you. 
C: Amen 
 

P: Take and drink, the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
P: Let us pray. Life-giving God…show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 155) 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 155) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter; 

died 1760 - Sunday, May 9, 2021 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He 

agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. 

Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns 

characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 

 

Matthias, Apostle – Friday, May 14, 2021 

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for 

the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's 

ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is moved to May 

14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST 
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, 

Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance,  
Casey Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, Scott Hilmers, 

Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther 
Maurine Roberts, Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, 

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 

 
Please be sure to complete and return your Sacramental Information Form for our new 

database today. This information is important to the process of calling a new pastor. 
Your help is much appreciated! 

 
Dear Redeemer Family,  Martha Limon is home in hospice care.  
We pray that Martha feels God’s presence each and every day. 



 
 
 
 
 


