
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 

 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 
shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the 
example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 147) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.  Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory 
are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
P: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with 
you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 



GOSPEL:  John 10:11-18 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON (ELW p. 151) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 502  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
1 The King of love my shepherd is, 
 whose goodness faileth never; 
 I nothing lack if I am his 
 and he is mine forever. 
 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 
 my ransomed soul he leadeth 
 and, where the verdant pastures grow, 
 with food celestial feedeth. 
 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
 but yet in love he sought me, 
 and on his shoulder gently laid, 
 and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 - – Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net 
# 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies # SB16164 . 
 

CREED (ELW p. 152) 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 
 with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
 thy rod and staff my comfort still; 
 thy cross before to guide me. 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
 thine unction grace bestoweth; 
 and, oh, what transport of delight 
 from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so, through all the length of days, 
 thy goodness faileth never. 
 Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
 within thy house forever. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
 

P: Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you…Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Multiple petitions 
 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 152) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy… For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 



P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command… To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Take and eat, the body of Christ, given for you. 
C: Amen 
 

P: Take and drink, the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
P: Let us pray. Life-giving God…show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 155) 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 155) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Mark, Evangelist – Sunday, April 25, 2021 
He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a member of the 
early church community. The gospel that bears his name is the shortest and most direct, and 
many scholars think it was the first to be written. 
 

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 – Thursday, April 29, 2021 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor 
[teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as 
well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
 

Philip and James, Apostles – Saturday, May 1, 2021 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to "come and see." He later 
responded to an Ethiopian official's request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James, 
the son of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him from another apostle named James. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST 
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, 

Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance,  
Casey Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, Scott Hilmers, 

Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, 
Esther Maurine Roberts, Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius 
Trotter, Oliver Walkup, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 

 

Please continue to pray for  
Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, Martha Limon, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers  

 
If you have not yet completed a form with your Sacramental information for our 
new database, please take the time to fill one out today. Forms are available in 

the overflow by the mailboxes.  You may return them to the Thumann mailbox or 
mail them back to the church.  This information is important to the process of 

calling a new pastor. Your help is much appreciated! 
 

The Altar Guild will meet Saturday, May 1st at 10 AM. 
We need all of our members to attend to plan our future activities. 

Thank you for your service! 
 

Dear Redeemer Family, 
Please extend my thanks to all at church who prepared the reception in honor of Pat Maxwell’s 
91st  birthday and my 90th birthday.  It was a joyful time and really appreciated.  Once more, 
thank you for remembering that we are in our “golden years”.  Love for all, Joan 
 
 

 
 

We remember Marion Anderau, who began her treatment at MD Anderson Hospital two weeks ago. We 
are asking for extra prayers for Marion that she will continue to be able to tolerate her treatment and that 

God will bless her with renewed health and strength. 
 

We ask that the Lord, our God, give Scott Hilmers health of mind and body. 


