
Maundy Thursday 
April 14, 2022 

 

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to 
celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with 
his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this 
meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to 
one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy 
we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the 
coming days. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 258) 
 
 The presiding minister invites the assembly into the confession. 
 
P: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have…and enter the celebration of the great Three 

Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
All kneel or sit and keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

The presiding minister leads the assembly in the confession. 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. As we did on Ash Wednesday, you are now invited to come forward and kneel at 
the communion rail for the laying on of hands and absolution. After you have been absolved, please 
return to your seat so that someone else may take your spot at the rail.  
 
CHOIR ANTHEM:  
 
When all have returned to their pews, we stand. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 259) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 259) 
P: Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

P: Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to 
love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to 
serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 
L: A reading from Exodus 
 

L: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
L:     1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
C: 2for the Lord has given | ear to me whenever I called. 
 

L: 12How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 
C: 13I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  
 

L: 14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 
C: 15Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 
 

L: 16O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed 
me from my bonds. 

C: 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 

L: 18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 
C: 19in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians 
 

L: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.260) 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
L: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another  
C: just as I have loved you. 

 
GOSPEL:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The gospel is announced. 
 

P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
   
The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

We are seated. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 151)      

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW: 347   "Go to Dark Gethsemane"        (Not Printed) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: In these holiest of days, we offer prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world. 

A brief silence. 
 

P: We pray for the church around the world......Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 

Multiple petitions follow. 
 

P: We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your abundant and 
ever-present mercy. 

C: Amen. 
 



PEACE (ELW p. 261)  
The presiding minister and the assemble greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  

and may say “Peace be with you”, or similar words.   
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
.P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: ELW 190  - “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe…With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s 

passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P: O God of resurrection and new life… Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread… Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 

and love. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: With your holy ones of all times and places…O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

For those unable to receive communion with us today we invite 
you to pray: 

 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Sacrament 
is now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to 

you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And 
since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 

Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your love. Amen. 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)   When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
P: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament…for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR (ELW p. 261) 

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The assembly sits or kneels. 
The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners, 

and books are removed from the worship space.  
ELW: 336 “Lamb of God” 

Lights may be dimmed as the worship space is stripped. 
 

All depart in silence. 
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