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Good Friday 
April 2, 2021 

 
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus 
reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing 
with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding 
prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the 
promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and 
we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
 
GATHERING (ELW p. 262) 

Paraments, banners, flowers, and other decorations have been removed from the worship 
space. Crosses that cannot be removed may be veiled. 

 

~~ All gather in silence ~~ 
 

The assembly stands when the ministers stand. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 262) 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy…who now lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:13--53:12 
R: A reading from Isaiah. 
 

The reading concluded… 
 

R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:16-25 
R: A reading from Hebrews. 

 

The reading concluded… 
 

R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL: John 18:1--19:42 
P: The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

 

On Good Friday, the story of Jesus’ passion—from his arrest to his burial—is read in its 
entirety from the Gospel of John. 

 

Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading. 
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SERMON (ELW p. 263) 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW p. 263)  ELW 353 – Were You There 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 
5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

Text: African American spiritual 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 
BIDDING PRAYER (ELW p. 263) 

The assembly kneels or sits.  
 

P: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
Almighty and eternal God… We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Multiple petitions 
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P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ADORATION OF THE CROSS (ELW p. 264) 
P: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 

Dialog twice more… 
 

All depart in silence.  
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589 – Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Born a slave on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope ordered all hermits to attach 
themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined the Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was 
highly respected as a confessor and later superior of his community. 
 

Albrecht Dürer, died 1528; Matthias Grünewald, died 1529; Lucas Cranach, died 1553; artists 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the wonder of creation. Dü-
rer's work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was sym-
pathetic to Martin Luther's reforming work. Grünewald's paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid 
colors, and depiction of light. Cranach's work includes many fine religious examples and several portraits 
of Martin Luther. Cranach was also widely known for his woodcuts. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 – Friday, April 9, 2021 
Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible manner. In the Second 
World War, he became a leader of the Confessing Church in Germany that resisted the Nazi movement. 
Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was hanged shortly before the end of the war. 
 

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 – Saturday, April 10, 2021 
Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the pope, Agricola began a reform along 
Lutheran lines. In only three years, he translated the New Testament and worship texts into Finnish, in 
the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that are still used today. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, 

Brandon Bennette, Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance,  
Casey Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,   

Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, 
Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther Maurine Roberts, 

Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, The Family of Rosie Tello, 
Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, Terry & Jerry Wilkins,  

Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Please continue to pray for  
Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, Martha Limon, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers 


