
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 14, 2021 

 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise 
God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus 
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will 
live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look 
to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 211) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Service on Facebook: 
Redeemer Lutheran Live - Click Here 

https://m.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer/live/


PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215) 
P: Let us pray… O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all 
our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 2:1-10 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 3:14-21 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ  
 
SERMON (ELW p. 217) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  – ELW 779 –  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 



5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 
CREED (ELW p. 217) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
A brief silence. 

LR: You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him… Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great.   
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 217) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 217) 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 

church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God… For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 

Multiple petitions 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk


 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
P: Go forth into the world to serve God…rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the 

institution was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after 

slavery was abolished, and discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner 

Truth, she set out on an evangelistic journey, where people found her testimony to be 
deeply moving. 

 

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 – Friday, March 12, 2021 

Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of 

Rome. Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced 
public worship through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the 

readings. Gregorian chant is named in his honor. 

 

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 – Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery in 

Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry. Returning 

to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there. 

 
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus – Friday, March 19, 2021 

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that he 

was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God and to 

Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, Brandon Bennette, 

Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, The Family of Edna Cole,  
Casey Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, 

The Family of Jody Goolsby, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, 
The Family of Virginia Jackson, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, Tanzy Lopez, 

Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther Maurine Roberts, Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Rosie 
Tello, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, 

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Please keep The Family of Edna Cole & The Family of Jody Goolsby in your prayers. 
 

Please continue to pray for  
Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, Rosie Tello, Martha Limon, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers 

 
 

Dear Redeemer Family, 
 

Please keep Betty Jo Work’s family in your prayers. 
I am so sorry to tell you that David, Betty Jo’s oldest son, and Rob’s brother, 

passed away Wednesday, March 10, in the hospital.  
We pray that God will send his holy angels to whisper words of comfort. 

 

 
We are also saddened to tell you that we lost our dear Redeemer member, 
Edna Cole. Edna passed away at age 93, in St. Joseph Hospital on Sunday, 
March 7th. We will always remember how much Edna enjoyed singing in the 
choir, serving on Altar Guild, attending games day, Martha Dorcas Circle, and 
Young at Heart. 
 
Services for Edna are as follows: 
- Forest Park East on I-45 south at exit 528 on Thursday, March 18 in the 

chapel. 
- Viewing is at 1 pm 
- Funeral service is at 2 pm 
- Committal to follow 
- Please keep Edna Cole’s family in your prayers. 

 
 

Redeemer will re-open for in-person service on  
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021 

Safety measures will be in place just as before.  


