
 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 7, 2021 

 
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of 
the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that 
because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is 
defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can 
become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 211) 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Sunday Service on Facebook: 
Redeemer Lutheran Live - Click Here 

https://m.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemer/live/


PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215) 
P: Let us pray… Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom 

that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 2:13-22 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ  
 
SERMON (ELW p. 217) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  – ELW 321 –  Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church 
1 Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 
moved by your love and toward your presence bent: 
far off yet here—the goal of all desire. 
 

2 So daily dying to the way of self,  
so daily living to your way of love, 
we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod, 
knowing ourselves baptized into your death: 
so we are dead and live with you in God. 
 

3 If dead in you, so in you we arise, 
you the firstborn of all the faithful dead; 
and as through stony ground the green shoots break, 
glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r, 
so into life and glory shall we wake. 

 
Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003 

Text © Thomas H. Cain. 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 



CREED (ELW p. 217) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
A brief silence. 

LR: There is no God before you … Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great.   
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 217) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 217) 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 
you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 

church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God… For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 

Multiple petitions 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk


BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
P: Go forth into the world to serve God…rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202 - Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Vibia Perpetua was a noblewoman, and Felicity her slave, who were catechumens at Carthage, 
northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied the Roman emperor who had 
forbidden conversions to Christianity, and were put to death in the amphitheater. 
 

Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the 
institution was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after 
slavery was abolished, and discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, 
she set out on an evangelistic journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving. 
 

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 - Friday, March 12, 2021 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. 
Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship 
through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian 
chant is named in his honor. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Bill & Marion Anderau, Jessica Anselment, Michelle Araya, Brandon Bennette, 

Kenneth Bishop, Luis Castillo, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, Casey Davis IV, 
Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers, 

Olga Holten, The Family of Virginia Jackson, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, 
Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Esther Maurine Roberts, 

Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Rosie Tello, Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Julius Trotter,  
Oliver Walkup, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 

 

Please keep The Family of Virginia Jackson in your prayers. 
 

Please continue to pray for  
Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, Rosie Tello, Martha Limon, Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers 


