
Ash Wednesday 
March 02, 2022 

 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. 
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, 
the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray 
for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 
GATHERING SONG         ELW: 321  "Eternal Lord, Behold Your Church"       (Not Printed) 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 251) 

The assembly stands. The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
INVITATION TO LENT (ELW p. 252) 
P: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover 

from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed… 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN (ELW p. 252) 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

C: Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 
P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.  
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess 
to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 



P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES (ELW p. 254) 
P: Almighty God…through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

People may come forward to receive the ashes.  
After those who desire ashes have received them, all stand and the minister continues. 

 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation…through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 251) 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

P: Almighty and ever-living God…through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
L: A reading from Joel. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
PSALM:  Psalm 51:1-17          (Not Printed) 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10   
L: A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

L: Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love. (Joel 2:13) 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21   
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes:  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 252)  The assembly is seated. 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW: 607   "Come, Ye Disconsolate"      (Not Printed) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

P: Renew your…Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 

Multiple petitions follow. 
 

P: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: ELW 190  - “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 

from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112) 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION (ELW p. 112)   When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
P: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 254) 
P: Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept. 
 

P: Merciful God, accompany our journey… of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 255)  The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.   

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG         ELW: 807   "Come, Fount of Every Blessing"    (Not Printed)   
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 

good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the institution was 
abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after slavery was abolished, and 
discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic 
journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving. 
 
 

For those unable to receive communion with us today we invite 
you to pray: 

 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Sacrament 
is now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to 

you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And 
since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 

Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your love. Amen. 

 



Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Saturday, March 12, 2022 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. Giving this 
up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship through the 
establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his 
honor. 
 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 
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