
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2021 

 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads 
at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled 
to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 
“now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 
fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 
PSALM 51:1-17 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 251) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 251) 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, 
truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon 
and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 252) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 793 - Be Thou My Vision 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 
 
INVITATION TO LENT (ELW p. 252) 
P: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 

passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed…Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN (ELW p. 252) 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P: Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true 
to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 



P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our 
lives, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess 
to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 
after us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
 

P: O God, you call…Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

Multiple petitions here. 
 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 



OFFERING (ELW p. 106) 
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 
church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

 
PRAYER (ELW p. 254) 
P: Let us pray. Merciful God, accompany our journey…in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (ELW p. 255) 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 255) 
P: Go forth into the world…rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. - Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Upcoming Commemorations 
Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 - Thursday, February 18, 2021 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged the 
abuses he saw in the church, and his work eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. 
Luther's accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation of the Bible, and creation of 
the Small and Large Catechisms. 
 
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156 - Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as well as the 
important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in church 
history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his faith. 
 
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 - Thursday, February 25, 2021 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister to the 
poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in Brooklyn as well 
as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 
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