
 
 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany  
February 7, 2021 

 
In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens the 
powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick 
woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and 
healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our 
own strength in quiet times of prayer. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 211) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215) 
P: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents 

of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of 
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:21-31 
Closing the reading, the lector says 

 

R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:29-39 
P: The holy gospel according to Mark 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes: 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 217) 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:   I Love to Tell the Story – ELW 661 
1 I love to tell the story 

 of unseen things above, 
 of Jesus and his glory, 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 I love to tell the story, 
 because I know it's true; 
 it satisfies my longings 
 as nothing else would do. 
 
Refrain 
 I love to tell the story; 
 'twill be my theme in glory 
 to tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 



2 I love to tell the story: 
 how pleasant to repeat 
 what seems, each time I tell it, 
 more wonderfully sweet! 
 I love to tell the story, 
 for some have never heard 
 the message of salvation 
 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 
3 I love to tell the story, 
 for those who know it best 
 seem hungering and thirsting 
 to hear it like the rest. 
 And when, in scenes of glory, 
 I sing the new, new song, 
 I'll sing the old, old story 
 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 

 

CREED (ELW p. 217) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

LR: For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness.… let us pray, 
C: Have Mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



PEACE (ELW p. 217) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 217)  
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 

you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 
church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 

you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 
being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk


DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to the Slavs 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring Christianity 
to the Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written language, inventing the 
Cyrillic alphabet for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy. 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, 

Edna Cole, Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson, Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, 

 Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell, Noey Puento, Jesus (Chuy) Ramirez, 
Esther Maurine Roberts, Melvin Schulte, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac,  

Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

When you say your prayers, please remember  
Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers, Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, 

Joan Jackson, Edna Cole and Martha Limon.  
May they experience God’s firm support, gentle love, and compassionate healing. 

 
 

Please take a few minutes to fill out the personal information form 
that was sent via email.   

Remember, we need a SEPARATE form for EACH person.   
If you don’t have exact information, just give us an estimate: 

“I was baptized on Palm Sunday in 1953.” Or “Confirmed May 1995.” 
 
 

Canned Goods and Non-Perishables Needed: 
We are out of supplies to replenish our outdoor pantry. 
If you can, please bring some canned goods and  
non-perishables to the church to share with 
the community.  Thank you! 

 


