
 
 

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany  
January 31, 2021 

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in 
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of 
pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that 
authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit 
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 211) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215) 
P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Closing the reading, the lector says 

 

R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
P: The holy gospel according to Mark 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel concludes: 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 217) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:   Let Us Break Bread – ELW 471 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 

Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 
 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 
 

Text: African American spiritual 
Music and hymns for this service are reprinted with permission for on line worship under One License.net # 736800-A and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies # SB16164 . 

 

 



CREED (ELW p. 217) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
LR: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

LR: For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ.… let us pray, 
C: Have Mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 217) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 217)  
Please remember that even while we are dispersed, the church has on-going financial obligations. If 
you normally would place a check in the offering plate, please place it in an envelope and mail it to the 

church office. If you prefer, you can donate via our secure page at: https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 

you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 
being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gafmfk


P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Presentation of Our Lord - Tuesday, February 2, 2021 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the 
temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who 
offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as by the prophet 
Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel. 
 
Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where he 
was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people. 
 



The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 - Friday, February 5, 2021 
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. 
The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were 
crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later prospered. 
 
 

Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  
with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Delia Chance, Mimi Chance, 

Edna Cole, Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, Hendrix P. Estrada,  
The Family of Jase Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Virginia Jackson,  

Jenny Johansen, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Noey Puento, Jesus (Chuy) Ramirez, 

Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin Saldivar, 
Melvin & The Family of Thelma Schulte, The Family of Anita Schultz, 
The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, Amy Thac, Laura Thac,  

Julius Trotter, Oliver Walkup, The Family of Jimmie Wilkins, 
Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Bill & Dominga Zavoris, Nannette Zertuche. 

 
When you say your prayers, please remember  

Scott Hilmers, Priscilla Hilmers, Marion Anderau, Bill Anderau, 
Joan Jackson, Edna Cole and Martha Limon.  

May they experience God’s firm support, gentle love, and compassionate healing. 
 

 
Please take a few minutes to fill out the personal 

information form that was sent via email.   
Remember, we need a SEPARATE form for EACH person.   
If you don’t have exact information, just give us a ball park estimate: 

“I was baptized on Palm Sunday in 1953.”  
“Came to Redeemer in the Summer of 1995.” 

“Confirmed in May, 1967.” 
 


